medical terms such as fever, pain, cough, motions, etc., it
would be impossible to do any hospital work.

So it was the first duty of the Medicos to pick up
sufficient vocabulary in these languages to carry on routine
clinical work. Even so, a few students in final examina-
tions used to meet their "Waterloo" owing to their
inability to understand the case because of their ignorance
of the language. In the hospital work, it was amusing to
note that while the male patient called the venereal
disease as "female" disease in Tamil, the female patient
called it the " Male " disease. It was reminiscent of the
British calling Syphilis "French" disease.

There used to be a Resident Medical Officer who was
fresh from the Army where speed was the essence of
everything. During his regime, it was common to find
flights of stairs, verandahs and rooms of the hospital shift-
ed over night from place to place. He discovered once
that there was not sufficient privacy for the patients in the
out-patients department, and started having cubicles, i.e.,
small cells where the patient and the student could have
uninterrupted privacy. Soon there were complaints and
complications from the ladies of the department and the
Superintendent asked the R.M.O. to cancel this cubicle
system and pulled him up for his over zealous drive
towards modernity.